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Afather andhis 
son look under the © 
hood of an electric 
car. Will you drive 

a car like this one 


some day? 


—vJoseph Nettis/Tony 
Stone Images, Inc. 
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Science/World News 


It’s an early morning in 
April on Canada’s Atlantic 
coast. Two harp seals splash 
in the frigid water, catching 
fish. One is very young; its 
coat is still patchy. POW! 
gunshot shatters the icy 
quiet. POW! Another. The 
young seal collapses in a 


pool of blood. 


Scenes like this are happen- 
ing in Canada this spring, due 
to a government-sponsored 
push to increase the codfish 
population and boost the seal 
hunting business. The action 


has sparked worldwide debate: 
Should seals be killed? 


Bans on Seal Products 

For centuries, people have 
hunted seals for meat and fur. 
Recently, however, the demand 
for seal products has fallen off. 

The United States and 
Europe imposed bans on the 
importation of seal products in 
the 1970s and ’80s, when films 
of whitecoated seal pups being 
beaten with clubs and cut open 
while still alive ignited angry 
protests around the world. 

In 1987, in response to 
protests, the Canadian govern- 
ment outlawed the hunting of 
newborn whitecoat pups, but 
seals over the age of 6 weeks are 
still fair game. , 


Sealing for a Living 

Spring is the official hunting 
season for Atlantic coast seals. 
Since the ban on killing newborn 
seals went into effect, hunters 
have been mainly shooting (and 
clubbing when necessary to fin- 
ish them off) seals under 1 year 
old, called “beaters.” 

“You can shoot them from 6 
weeks old. They’ve got good 
meat, and their skin is not 
scarred by fights or pitted by 
parasites, like the older ani- 
mals,” says a seal hunter. 


Wanted: More Cod 
Populations of a fish the seal 
feeds on—the Atlantic cod—are 


dwindling, and about 40,000 
fishers are out of work. The 
fishing industry says the seals 
are to blame. 

To increase the stocks of cod 
and to help the fishers, the 
Canadian government recently 
increased the already controver- 
sial East Coast seal hunt by 30 
percent. The government OK’d 
the killing of up to 287,000 seals 
this year—the largest govern- 
ment-approved slaughter of 
wildlife in the world. 


Too Cute to Hunt? 

Canada’s seal population has 
doubled in the last 20 years. 
Nearly 300,000 seals per year 
could be killed without threat- 
ening the species, says 


Canadian fisheries department 
official Jean-Eudes Hache. 
“This is a touchy issue—and 


wrong and unnecessary. 


—Brian Tobin 
Canadian Fisheries Minister 


always has been—because seals 
are so cute,” Hache said. 
Canadian Fisheries Minister 
Brian Tobin questions the sin- 
cerity of people who are 
protesting the seal hunt. “They 
give not a peep for the poor old 
turbot with both eyes on the 
same side of its head,” he said, 
“not a grump for the flatfish.” 


“We Won't Buy!’ 
But biologists and animal- 
welfare activists say the hunt is 


Scientists say overfishing— 
not hungry seals—is responsible 
for the drop in cod. Yet harp 
seals are being made to pay the 
price for this human excess, 
activists say. 

In response to the hunt, the 
International Federation of 
Animal Welfare is boycotting 
Canadian fish. “This is a hunt 
for seal products the rest of the 
world doesn’t want,” says [FAW’s 
Richard Moore. “That’s a fact.” 


Pepperoni, Anyone? 

Not so, says Tina Fagan, exec- 
utive director of the Canadian 
Sealing Association. Fagan 
recently went on a cross-Canada 
tour to promote sealskin fash- 
ions and seal salami, sausages, 
and even seal pepperoni. 


CRITICAL THINKING 


Harp seals are not an endangered 
species. Should hunting them be 
allowed? Why or why not? 


ls There a ZEV In Your Future? 


sleek, stylish car pulls 

silently out of a driveway 

and heads down the road. 
It nears an Eletrix Service Station 
and pulls in. 

“Charge it up, please,” the driver 
says. The robot attendant pulls out a 
cord and plugs the car into an electri- 
cal outlet. No smelly gas pumps here. 

“Can you check the batteries and clean 
the windshield too?” 

Fantasy or reality? 


Electric Cars Aren't New 

The famous inventor Thomas Edison once said 
“People will never choose a smelly, noisy, unreli- 
able, and complicated gasoline car to a quiet, 
clean, reliable, and simple electric one.” 

Edison might have been a genius, but he sure 
was wrong about cars! Or maybe he was just 100 
years ahead of his time. 

Electric cars have been around since cars were 
invented 100 years ago, but they have never 
proved as practical or as popular as the gas- 
guzzlers we’ve known and loved for a 
century now. 

That may soon change. 


The First 100 Years 


and J. Frank Duryea 
of Springfield, Mass., 
built the first U.S. 


In 1896, Charles eee 


gasoline-powered car. Automo- 
biles have come a long way during 
their first 100 years, but almost all 
are still powered by gasoline. 
However, the oil reserves that gasoline is 

produced from are being rapidly used up. Some 
experts predict that the world’s deposits of oil will 
run out by 2055. The time for electric cars is soon. 


Take a Deep Breath 

Since electric cars don’t use gaso- 
line, they don’t give off exhaust. 
Exhaust is the mostly invisible 
but poisonous stuff that comes 
out of a car’s tailpipe. It’s a 


This car may look like it came 
out of a Lego set, but it’s 
actually a test model electric 
vehicle from the 1970s. 


—General Motors Corp. 


The EV1, below, made by General 
Motors, seats two and will cost 
about $35,000—as much as a 
BMW! It will be available only in 
Los Angeles, San Diego, Phoenix, 
and Tucson. 


PSA Peugeot Citroen 


combination of harmful gases and 
chemicals—mostly carbon monoxide. 
Exhaust gases are a major cause of air 

pollution. Vice President Al Gore has recom- 
mended that gasoline-powered cars be eliminated 
within 25 years. 

Like flashlights and toys, electric cars run on 
rechargeable batteries. Electric cars are zero-emis- 
sion vehicles, or ZEVs. In the interest of cleaner 
air, several states have passed laws requiring 
automakers to produce and sell ZEVs. Car compa- 
nies are asking for more time. 

Chrysler is planning a battery-powered minivan 
and Ford is working on an electric pickup truck. 
But they’re not ready yet. Battery technology 
seems to be the biggest stumbling block. 

Ready or not, the first mass-produced electric 
car, the EV1, will hit the market this year. 


In the future, individual public | 
transportation systems for 
urban areas might work like 
this. Customers pick up and. 
return electric cars at stations 
throughout the city. Infrared 
sensors keep track of each 
car's location. 


General Motors Corp. 


Zev Up Your Batteries! 

The EV1 has a range of between 70 and 90 
miles, meaning it can travel that distance before 
needing a recharge. The average gasoline-powered 
car can travel about 250 miles between fill-ups. 

Another problem is that recharging the EV1’s 
batteries takes at least three and a half hours. 
That’s an awfully long pit stop! 

Those who have driven the EV1 have praised its 
smooth acceleration and quiet ride. But they've com- 
plained about its abrupt stops and hard steering. 

The gasoline engine still rules. But watch out. 
The electric challenger is zevving up! 


CRITICAL THINKING Electric cars have a quiet hum. 


Would you miss the vroom, vroom 
sound of a gasoline engine? Why or why not? 


Sports News 


Imagine a visitor so special 
that the welcoming party goes on 
for 84 days. The red carpet rolls 
on for 15,000 miles, and the visi- 
tor is presented by 5,500 heroes. 

Fairy tale? Almost. 

The Olympic flame begins its 
journey this month, a journey it 
last took two years ago. It leaves 
its home in Olympia, Greece— 
site of the first Olympic Games 
more than 2,000 years ago—and 
travels across continents and 
oceans to light the land where 
the next Games will be held. 
This summer, that will be 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Taking a Grand Tour 

The flame will arrive in the 
United States in Los Angeles on 
April 27. From there, it will be 
taken on a grand sight-seeing 
tour of much of the country 
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The relay route might not be 
the fastest way to Atlanta, but 
it allows many communities to 
participate in the fun. 
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on its way to Atlanta. The torch 
relay, as the welcoming party is 
called, is sort of a sight-seeing 
tour in reverse because the flame 
will be the sight and thousands 
will turn out to see it. 

“The Olympic flame is a bril- 
liant symbol of the spirit of the 
Games, and the torch relay will 
celebrate our nation’s coming 
together to serve as host to the 
world,” said President Clinton. 


Keeping the Flame Alive 
The flame will be kept in a 
lantern that will travel with the 
CS am The lantern will be 
Me cosely guarded to ensure 
the flame never goes 
out. A single torch will 
be lit from the flame 
every morning for that 
day’s portion of the relay. 
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From Hand to Hand 

Carrying the torch is a great 
honor. About 10,000 people will 
have a turn with the torch, 
including 5,500 local heroes 
from communities across the 
United States. 

The torch will travel through 
42 states, coming within a two- 
hour traveling distance of 90 
percent of the U.S. population. 


Traveling in Style 

Travel accommodations for 
this special guest reflect pure 
Americana. The flame will travel 
by cable car in San Francisco, by 
Pony Express in Nebraska, in a 
Native American canoe down the 
Arkansas River, by train, steam- 
boat, ferry, airplane, bicycle and, 
most of all, by foot. 

On July 19, the flame will 
arrive in Atlanta for the Opening 
Ceremonies. There, it will light 
the 1996 Summer Olympic 
Games until August 4, the final 
day. During the Closing 
Ceremonies, the flame will be 
extinguished—to be born again 
in Olympia in the winter of 1998. 
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READ THE GRAPH 


Circle the correct 
answers. 


(263,814,032) 
1. About how many United Kingdom 3a 
cars are on the road (58,295,119) § 
in the United Spain 
States? » _ (39,404,348) 
(A) 263,814,032 6 a 
(B) 144 % (28,434,545) 
(C) 144 million Se peels 
(D) 30 million = Oba 
= 
2. Which country has : Argentina 5” 74 
the most people? = as sls ag 
(A) United States 5 Mexico § 
(By India 8 (93,985,848) | 
(C) Mexico India 
(D) China (936,545,814) 
China 
3. Mexico has about as (1,203,097,268) 
many cars as there Ireland 
are people in which (3,550,448) 
country? 
(A) Argentina 
(B) Ireland 
(C) India 
(D) Australia 


United States 


Which country has fewer than 1 million 
cars on the road? 
(A) Ireland 

(C) United States 


(B) China 
(D) India 


Which country has about the same number 
of cars as Spain? 

(A) United Kingdom (B) Australia 

(C) Canada (D) Argentina 


Which country has about ten times as 
many people as Mexico? 

(A) India (B) China 

(C) Spain (D) United States 


CITIZEN TRIV For how long should the U.S. flag 


be raised to half-staff following 


the death of a president? 
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When it comes to 


numbers of cars, the 
United States is 
truly King of the 
Road. How do our 
numbers compare 
with those of other 
countries? 


Source: “The World Almanac and Book of Facts, 1996 


. The Canadian government banned the hunting of newborn 


whitecoat seals in (year) 


. The fishing industry believes harp seals are responsible for 


the decline in the number of 


. Seal hunters call seals younger than 1 year 
. The first U.S. gasoline-powered car was built in (year) 


- Some experts predict that Earth’s deposits of oil will run 


out by (year) 


. Aharmful substance in auto exhaust is 


. Vice President Al Gore has recommended that gasoline- 


powered cars be eliminated in years. 


. Electric cars are ZEVs. ZEV stands for 
- The Olympic torch relay will end in (city) 


1. Poisons from car (exhaust, exile) contribute to air 4. (Harbor, Harp) seals are the subject of a contro- 


pollution. 


versial hunt in Canada. 


2. You go to a gas station when your car needs a 5. The United States has imposed a (ban, bane) on 


(fill-up, filly). 


the importation of seal products. 


3. The EV1 has a quiet ride and a smooth (accessory, 6. Pictures of seal pups being killed sparked angry 


acceleration). 


(profits, protests) around the world. 


Your next issue of Weekly Reader will be dated April 19, 1996. 


